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Preparing For Prayer:

CULTIVATING THE 
GOD KIND OF FAITH

Pastor John D. Young, M.Div.
Instructor 

There is positive faith and there is negative 
faith. Both come by the same means – by 

what we listen to and believe. 
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Everyone Lives by Faith
• ”The just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11)
• “Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6)
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What is Faith?
• Greek word for faith, “pistis,” which simply means “belief or 

confidence.
• Having faith means believing and having confidence in the words 

that you hear. 
• “For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm” 

– Psalm 33:9
• We were created to operate in the way God does- through words of

faith.
• The principle is this: When you ask for something in prayer, you 

have to start speaking about it as if it already exists. 
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The Word of Faith
• “But the righteousness that is by faith says:… “The word is near 

you; it is in your mouth and in your heart” (Romans 10:6,8)
• What you say is a reflection of what is in your heart, of what 

you believe. 
• Faith is belief in Action.
• Crucial truth: Faith is active belief. It is belief combined with 

expectation and action. 
Sometimes God doesn’t answer our request because 

He knows they wouldn’t be good for us. 
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”Have the GOD kind of Faith”
“The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,’ that is, the word of faith 

we are proclaiming” -Romans 10:8-

The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. Seeing in the distance 
a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found 
nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. Then he said to the tree, 
“May no one ever eat fruit from your again.” And his disciples heard him say it.” -

Mark 11:12-14

What you hear creates faith for what you are hearing. 
If you listen to Good teaching for one hour and then 

negative talk for two hours, you are going to have faith 
for the negative. 
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God’s Faith Comes by His Word
• Paul said the word that is near you is “the word of faith we are 

proclaiming: that if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” 
and believe in your heart that  God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved.” – Romans 10:8-9

• Whatever you speak has the power to happen. 
• What effect are your words having on your life.
• What do you say in the midst of trouble?
• What do you say when there is adversity? 
• How is a person saved?
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Salvation Equals Confession
• It is crucial to your life and your prayers. 
• Your salvation came by the confession of your mouth and the

belief in your heart.
• How does this principle apply to prayer? 
• “Jesus is Lord”
• The word lord means “owner.”
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1 Corinthians 12:1-3

You know what you were pagans, somehow 
or other you were influenced and led astray to 
mute idols. Therefore I tell you that no more 

who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 
“Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus 

is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
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Planted by the Word
• When you stay connected to the Word of God, you will bear 

fruit in Season. 
• Psalm 1:1-3
• Ephesians 5:25-27
• Plant Yourself!
• Romans 10:14-15
• Faith is a ministry that God releases.
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Living in Reality
• They come by what you listen to and believe. 
• The word of God needs to be the source we listen to for our

faith.
• Hebrews 11:1
• Faith is your title deed.
• A title deed is the evidence or proof of a person’s legal 

ownership. 
• The God kind of faith puts its full trust in God’s Word. 
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Cultivating the God Kind of Faith 
• Keep believing and talking about the goodness of God and the 

impossibilities that God can bring to pass.
• The Bible says God fulfills His word and “calls things that are 

not as though they were” (Romans 4:17). 
• Affirm in your heart, “This is the beginning of a new lifestyle of

faith – the God kind of faith. 
• All prayer must be the prayer of Faith!
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Putting Prayer into Practice
• How much time do you spend in God’s Word compared to taking in 

other perspectives from television, movies, books, magazines, and 
the Internet? 

• Which influences me most – God Word or what others say? 
• If faith is belief in action, what do my actions say about what I 

believe? 
• What negative thoughts and ideas have I allowed to permeate my 

life? 
• Are there people in my life who are more influential on me in a 

negative way that I am on them in a positive way? 
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Actions Steps
• List any negative thoughts you think or that other say to you during the day. In 

the evening, review them and counteract them with what God says in His 
Word. 

• Start developing the God kind of faith by taking one situation in your life and 
finding out what God’s Word says about I

• State your finding, pray about the situation in light of them, and hold fast to 
the Word whenever you are tempted to doubt.

• Decrease the amount of time you spend with negative people, and increase 
the time you spend with those who are reading and living out the Word. If 
your spouse and children are negative, live in a way that expresses your own 
faith and speak the Word of God to them as you have opportunity. 

• Challenge: Spend at least as much time in the Word this week as you do 
watching television. 
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