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The Authority of Prayer

Pastor John D. Young, M.Div.
Instructor 
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God Gave Us Our Purpose
The Position and Authority that Jesus won have 

been transferred back to mankind through 

Spiritual Rebirth in Christ!
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What gives Us the Right to Pray?
God originally gave us this right by virtue of 

our relationship with Him and our purpose 

of exercising dominion over the earth. 
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Principles
• God’s Plan of redemption is consistent with 

His character and purposes. 
• He redeemed man while keeping man’s free 

will and earthly authority intact.

• Why didn’t God regain control of earth from 
Satan?

• God respected man’s authority even when it 
lay dormant within His fallen nature. 
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Matthew 19:26

”With man this is
impossible, but with

God all things are
possible!”
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Principles
Through Christ we are restored to our purpose, and 

through Him we have a right to to pray with 
authority

Read: Ephesians 1:9; 3:10-12
[God] made known to us the mystery of His will

according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in
Christ… His intent was that now, through the church,
the manifold wisdom of God should be made known 
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 

according to his eternal purpose which he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In Him and 
through faith in Him we may approach God with 

freedom and confidence. 
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JESUS IS THE SECOND ADAM
As the Second Adam, Christ is the image of God, 
exhibits a relationship of love with God, lives to 

do God’s will, and reigns as King of the earth and 
Judge of mankind. 

John 1:14
“The Word became flesh and made His 

dwelling among us…”
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Philippians 2:6-8

[Christ], being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking 
the very nature of a servant, being made in 

human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 

and became obedient to death – even 
death on a cross!
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What qualities did Christ manifest as 
the Second Adam?

• He is the image of God.
• He has a Deep Relationship of Love with God.
• He Lives to do God’s will. 
• He reigns with Authority. 

“The blind received sight, the lame walk, those 
who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, and the good news is preached to 
the poor”

Matthew 11:5
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JESUS RECLAIMED MANKIND’S 
EARTHLY AUTHORITY. 

• Christ reclaimed our earthly authority in these 
ways:
– Jesus came as a man. Thus, He was qualified as a

Representative of earthly authority. 
– Jesus was perfectly obedient and sinless. Thus He 

was qualified to be the Son of God and to restore 
man’s relationship with the Father by overcoming 
sin and death through His sacrifice on the cross. 

– Jesus rose victoriously. Thus He was qualified to
defeat sin and Satan, regain authority over the 
earth, and be its rightful king. 9
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JESUS TRANSFERRED AUTHORITY 
TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE!

• The position and authority that Jesus won have been
transferred back to mankind through spiritual rebirth
in Christ. ( See John 3:5)

PRAYER IS BOTH A RIGHT AND 
PRIVILEGE OF REDEEMED MAN. 
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When we do not live in our 
position of authority, it is because 
we do not recognize or accept our 

calling in Christ, because we do 
not know our covenant rights. 
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Principles

• Man’s redemption allow him to have
dominion.

• This means that Satan and sin have no
authority over us, we have authority
and access to the Father through Jesus’
name, and we have authority through
the World of God.
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Principles
• Jesus is our model of dominion authority.
• What He accomplished on earth, He accomplished in

His humanity, even through He was also divine.
• He relied on the grace and Spirit of God, as we can.

Jesus said, My Father is always at His work to this very 
day, and I, too, am working… I tell you the truth, the Son 
can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees 
his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the 
Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows 

him all he does. 
-- John 5:17, 19-20 -- 13
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Principles

• Our right to pray comes from both our calling in 

creation and our redemption in Christ. 

I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on

earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you that
if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask 
for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 

(Matthew 18:18-19)
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Are You Willing?

• Do you want God to bring about His purposes 
for your life and for our fallen world? You can 
invite Him to do so through prayer. 

• From Genesis to Revelation, God always found 
a human being to help Him accomplish His 
purposes. He comes to you now and asks, in 
effect, Are you willing? 
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THE SCHOOL OF PRAYER 
Understanding the Purpose and Power of PRAYER Earthly License for Heavenly Interference 

 

Session 3 

THE AUTHORITY OF PRAYER 
Pastor John D. Young, Teacher 

The position and authority that Jesus won has been transferred back to mankind through 
spiritual rebirth in Christ.   

Lesson Theme: God originally gave humanity the right to pray by virtue of man’s relationship 
with Him and his purpose of exercising dominion over the earth. Yet our relationship with our 
Creator was broken, and our dominion authority was forfeited, by our first ancestors. The result 
was that Satan, rather than man, became “the god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). What now gives 
us the right to pray? Becoming sure of the answer to that question in your own heart and mind 
is essential if you are to have an effective prayer life. 

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 
 

1. Why do you pray? 

 

2. On what basis do you have a right to prayer?  

 

EXPLORING GOD’S PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSES 

3. When mankind rebelled against God and turned the world’s authority over to Satan, why didn’t God 

simply come down and wrench control of the earth back from the devil? God did not simply wrench control 

of the earth back from Satan because that action would have been inconsistent with the integrity of His 

character and purposes. In addition, the devil could have accused Him of doing what he had done – 

usurping the authority that was given to man in creation. God has all power and authority over the earth, 

as well as a free will, and He will not rescind or usurp those gifts – even though man sinned, rejected Him, 

and deserved to be separated from Him forever. God respected the authority He had given mankind even 

when it lay dormant within man’s fallen nature, for “God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29)  

4. What is the only way in which Jesus could restore God’s purpose to mankind? Jesus had to come as a 

Representative of the legal authority of the earth – man. He had to come as a human being, as the Second 

Adam, as the beginning of a new family of mankind who would be devoted to God – “the firstborn among 

many brothers” (Rom. 8:29). 



5. What is the only way in which Jesus could reestablish mankind’s relationship with God? Only a perfectly 

righteous man who desired to do God’s will could redeem humanity and restore it’s relationship with God. 

Therefore, Jesus had to be without sin, and He had to choose to do the will of God – which He did. The Bible 

says, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God” (2 Cor. 5:21) 

6. There are six qualities Christ manifested as the Second Adam. What is the first one? Christ is the image of 

God.  

7. Because Christ has delivered us from Satan’s dominion, even though we continue to (live) in a fallen world, 

we do not (belong) to it.  

8. What is the backbone of prayer composed of? The backbone of prayer is composed of our agreement with 

God’s Word, our oneness with Christ, who is the Living Word, and our unity with God’s purposes and will.  

9. Prayer is joining forces with God the Father by calling attention to His (promises). 

10. Jesus is not only the One who reclaimed our dominion authority, but He is also our (model) for how we are 

to live in this authority.  

11. Since Jesus was fully divine as well as fully human, did He have an advantage over us in regard to prayer 

and living for God? Why or why not? Jesus did not have an advantage over us in regard to prayer and living 

for God. What He accomplished on earth, He accomplished in His humanity (as the Son of Man), not is His 

divinity. Otherwise, He could not have been man’s Representative and Substitute.   

12. After studying this lesson, how would you answer the question, on what bases do you have the right to 

pray? It is not only our calling in creation, but also our redemption in Christ, that gives us the right to pray 

to God.  

 
 

CONCLUSION 
Do you want God to bring about His purposes for your life and for our fallen world? You an invite Him to do so 
through prayer. From Genesis to Revelation, God always found a human being to help Him accomplish His 
purposes. He comes to you now and asks, in effect, “Are you willing? Will you help Me fulfill MY purposes for 
your life and for the earth? Or are you content to live an unfulfilled existence and to let the influences of sin and 
Satan encroach upon our world? “Who is he who will devote himself to be close to me?’ (Jer. 30:21).” 
Seek to be close to God, living in oneness with Him and His purposes and exercising the authority He has given 
you through the Spirit of Christ.  
 
 

“God has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant.” – 2 Corinthians 3:6 
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