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Preparing For Prayer:
HOW TO ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE

Pastor John D. Young, M.Div.
Instructor 

We must learn to enter God’s presence with the 
Right Spirit, approach, and preparation so we 

can commune with Him and offer effective 
prayers as God’s Priests. 

Reverence For God

• “Entering God’s presence”
• Grace Cancels Law
• Casual treatment of the blood of Jesus
• TRUTH: Grace supersedes law in the sense that only the grace 

we receive in Christ enables us to fulfill God’s Law. 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.” - Matthew 22:37
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Holiness and Integrity 

• Holiness is critical to prayer because “without holiness no one 
will see the Lord.” – Hebrews 12:14

• The Beatitudes – Matthew 5
• What does it mean to be pure in heart? 
• When you are pure in heart, your mind is set on God and His 

ways.
“I am the LORD your GOD; consecrate yourselves (set yourselves 

apart) and be holy, because I am holy” – Leviticus 11:44
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James 1:5-8

If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who 
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it 

will be given to him. But when he asks he must 
believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like 

a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 
That man should not think he will receive anything 

from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable 
in all he does. 
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Holiness and Integrity 

• Holiness isn’t some mystical, nebulous, weird, smoky, cloudy 
presence. 

• It’s very practical and real.
• Holiness means “One” – not the number one, but one in the 

sense of “Complete” 
• If you are Holy, what you say, believe, and do will be the same.
“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your

heart…”- Jeremiah 29:13 
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A Kingdom of Priests – Leviticus 16

• Named after the Levites, a tribe of Israel. 
• Aaron, a Levite and the brother of Moses, was the first high 

priest of Israel. 
• Aaron’s descendants became the priestly line. 
• The Levitical priests were intercessors or mediators between 

God and the people of Israel.
• They were a select group within the nation who had this 

calling.  
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A Kingdom of Priests

• Who were going to be priests?
• God wants to win the world through a priesthood of believers. 
• All of Adam’s descendants were meant to be priests. 
• Yet Israel also failed to fulfill God’s calling. 
• So God chose a small group from the nation, the tribe called 

the Levites, to serve as priests. 
• Jesus, the 2nd person of the Trinity
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1 Peter 2:5-9

You also, like living stones, are being built into a 
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ… But you are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 
God, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
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Ten Steps to Preparedness in Prayer

• Aaron, the first priest, was a type of Christ – who because our 
High Priest in Salvation. 

• Yet Aaron was also a model of the spiritual nation of priests
who would serve God in Christ.

• We learn how God told Aaron to enter into His presence on the 
Day of Atonement so we may understand how He wants us to 
come into His presence today.  
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Appropriate God’s Grace

Acknowledge God’s holiness, turn away from your sins, and be 
cleansed through the blood of Christ. 

”If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” - - 1 John 1:9
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Put on Righteousness 

Appropriate the righteousness of Christ through faith. Live in that 
righteousness, doing what is right by keeping in step with the 

Spirit. 

“I delight greatly in the LORD, my soul rejoices in my God. For 
he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me 

in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like 
a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.”

– Isaiah 61:10 
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Put on Truth and Honesty 

Be transparent and clean before the Lord, desiring truth in the 
innermost parts and living with integrity. 
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Cleanse Yourself with the Word

Before you come before God, make sure that you’ve read the 
Word, that the Word is in you, and that you are obeying the 

Word.

The Cleansing of the Word will change your heart and mind and 
transform your life! 
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Worship and Praise God

Honor and worship God is spirit and in truth (John 4:24), 
acknowledging Him as your all in all. 

Leviticus 16:12-13
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Separate Yourself

Remove yourself from your normal environment, activities, and 
distractions. Find the place in God where He meets you by 
coming to Him with the right heart, attitude, and motives.  

Leviticus 16:17
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Believe

Have faith in God’s power to do what He has promised and in the 
effectiveness of Christ’s sacrifice. 

Leviticus 16:18-19
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Give God the Glory

Confess that God is the One who accomplished your atonement, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation with Him, and is worthy to be 

praised. Give to others out of the abundance God has given you. 

17

Wash in the Word

Ask God to fulfil His purposes based on His will and the promises 
in His Word.

Leviticus 16:26
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Remain in the Anointing 

Remain in a state of preparedness for prayer. Honor the Lord by 
reflecting His nature and character in your life. 

(Leviticus 16:32-34)
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How to Enter God’s Presence

• To be able to enter God’s presence, we have to remain in the 
state of preparedness for prayer. 

• We aren’t to approach God in an offhand or careless ways.
• God is a God of holiness. 
• It is important that we learn what it means to honor the Lord

and reflect His nature and character in our lives.
• These steps of preparation for prayer are important to God 

because Jesus Christ came to make them all possible. 
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Putting Prayer into Practice
• In what attitude or manner do I approach God in prayer? 
• Am I being casual about the sin in my life, without regard for God’s holiness? 
• Do I think I can get God to hear my prayers by doing good deeds – or do I

come to Him through Christ alone? 
• What does it mean that I am a member of the priesthood of believers? 
Actions Steps
• Before you pray, review the 10 steps of preparedness for entering God’s 

presence. See what steps you may be omitting and which areas you need to 
set right before God. 

• Consider your role as priest, or intercessor, before God on behalf of the 
world. Let that knowledge guide how you pray. 
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Applying God’s Principles to Your Life

• Do you have true reverence for God?
• How can you better honor Him in your heart and life?
• Are you being casual about your sins, without regard for God’s

holiness? If so, what will you do to take sin more seriously and
repent of it?

• What does it mean to you that you are a member of the 
priesthood of believers? 
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