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Greetings, Antioch East Family!  

King David declared in Psalm 56:3, "But when I am afraid, I will put my trust in you". If we are honest, the many unknowns 
surrounding us could tempt us to become fearful; however, I compel us to take on the spirit of David and put our trust all the 
more in the Lord. Trusting in the Lord and having faith does not mean that we should not take precautions-it rightfully keeps us 
out of a state of fear and panic.  

In these times, I pray that you are staying well and practicing the suggested handwashing, sanitizing, and other safety measures 
that have been passed down from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Please know that the leadership of our 
church are working around the clock to stay abreast of the CDC protocols and implement them as best we can to protect our 
community and congregation from passing along illnesses.  

Some of you may have heard that Governor Kemp advised schools and large gatherings of over 250 individuals to consider 
whether they should close for the next two weeks. Governor Kemp stressed that this decision should be made by local officials 
based on the whether there is any evidence of COVID 19 in the local area. We have been monitoring Antioch East Church and 
the Rockdale County area, and at this time, we have not heard of anyone in the area with evidence of the disease. We will 
continue to keep a close watch daily and follow CDC guidance in making closure decisions. Out of an abundance of caution, 
Antioch East AME Church will undergo a substantial cleaning on Saturday, March 14, 2020. Therefore, we will not hold any 
meetings or gatherings on this date and all other gatherings/meetings outside of Sunday Worship will be cancelled.  

At this time, we will still hold our Sunday Worship experience at 10:00am, without Church School. The service will be 
abbreviated to include selections from the music ministry, the sermon, altar call, and worship in giving. As we take precautions, 
we will suspend the community bonding and ‘STRONGLY’ encourage limited physical contact such as not hugging, etc. 
Additionally, we will still have the 4th Quarterly Conference on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 7:00pm, unless otherwise informed. 
Moreover, our Stewards and Trustees will meet briefly after worship in order to discuss a path forward as we are all in uncharted 
territories. Moreover, our Bible Study and Mid-Week Refuel will be available via conference call and Facebook Live, until future 
notice.    

Finally, if you are ill or a part of the vulnerable population, I encourage you to take advantage of our Facebook Page LIVE and 
worship with us virtually. Yes, Pastor John is actually telling you to stay home. However, I am not telling you to miss worship. 
Join us virtually and please give/sow virtually as well through our website (www.antiocheastconyers.org). Please note while the 
coronavirus is ongoing, so are the obligations of the church. Members who are not able to attend service are encouraged to 
contact a member of the steward board and/or your class leader to ensure your tithes continue to help us fulfill our mission and 
maintenance.     

Antioch East, you all are in my prayers, but most importantly-we are in the loving and protective hands of our Lord!  
Love you all! 
 

Peace, Power, and Joy, 

 

Rev. John D. Young, Senior Pastor 
jderrell@antiocheastconyers.org 

Note: This Information and procedures are subject to change based on directives from the national  
and local government, Connectional Church Leadership, and the CDC.  
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