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The Genesis of Prayer

Pastor John D. Young, M.Div.
Instructor 
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PRAYER IS MANKIND EXERCISING DOMINION 
ON EARTH BY GIVING GOD THE FREEDOM TO 

INTERVENE IN EARTH’S AFFAIRS. 
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•Why should we have to pray 
when God already –
•Knows everything
•Controls everything
•Predetermines everything
•Does not change?”

2

The Genesis of Prayer
• God is a God of purpose, and everything He 

has created in this world, including men and 
women, has been created to fulfill His 
purposes. 

• Genesis 1:26 – “Let us make man…”
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HUMANITY WAS CREATED TO REFLECT GOD’S 
NATURE AND TO HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM
• First, God created humanity to reflect His

character and personality.
• We were created to be like Him, having His 

“image” and “likeness”

• This means we were created to have His 
nature and moral character.

• Humanity cannot reveal God’s image and 
likeness apart from a relationship with Him. 
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HUMANITY WAS CREATED TO HAVE DOMINION
• Second, God created humanity to carry out 

His purposes in the earth. 
• This is mankind’s primary vocation.
• When God created man in His image He have 

him the free will. 
• Let’s read: Genesis 1:26-28, what does it say?
• How did God enable man to rule on earth? 
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The Earthly Realm
• First, God has entrusted the care of the earth 

to man. (Genesis 2)
• Man is meant to reflect the loving and 

creative Spirit of God. 
• Fact: God didn’t originally create man for

heaven; He created man for the earth.
• God is the Ruler of heaven, and He made man 

to express His authority in the world. 
• “You are gods; you are all sons of the Most 

High” –Psalm 82:6
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The Spiritual Realm
• Having dominion means even more than taking care of

the physical world.
• Man is both physical and spiritual in nature, humanity is

meant to carry out God’s purposes for the earth not
only in the physical realm, but also in the spiritual
realm.

• God wanted His GARDEN TO SPREAD…
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Working with God rather than For God
• God didn’t create man and women to be 

servants, but to be sons and daughters who 
are whole heartedly involved in running the 
family business. 

• God wants HIS children US, to help HIM fulfill 
HIS purposes. 
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The Big Idea?

• God is a God of purposes, and His purposes are
eternal.

• God desired offspring who would be like Him and
who would share His rulership and dominion.

• God created humanity with and for a desired
purpose.

• God created mankind in His image and likeness, as a
reflection of His own nature.

• God made mankind with a sovereign will and with a
capacity for creative expression.
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The Big Idea?

• Carrying out God’s purpose and will on earth is man’s
vocation.

• Man is to carry out his dominion in both the physical
and spiritual realms.

• To fulfill God’s purpose, men and women must desire
to do His will not by working for Him as His servant
but with Him as His offspring.

• Man can function in his purposes only as he is
connected to Source – to God as Creator and Father.

10

10

The Nature of Prayer

• Prayer is the expression of Man’s relationship
with God and participation in His purposes.

• Prayer is an expression of mankind’s unity and
relationship of Love with God.

• An expression of Mankind’s affirmation of and 
participation in god’s purposes for the earth. 

• Prayer is the involvement of oneself with God. 
The heart of prayer is communion with 

God in a unity of Love and purpose. 
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Prayer is not Optional

• God did not change this purpose when 
mankind fell, because His purposes are 
eternal. 

• Prayer, therefore is essential for God will to be 
done in the earth. 

• Since God never breaks His Word concerning 
how things are to work, prayer is mandatory 
(not optional) for spiritual progress and 
victory. 
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The Genesis of Prayer
PURPOSE IS THE RAW MATERIAL OF PRAYER

• Praying does not mean convincing God to do your will, 
but doing His will through your will. 

• The key to understanding effective prayer is 
understanding God’s purpose for your life, His reason for 
your existence – as a human being in general and as an 
individual specifically. 

• All that God is, and all that God has, may be received 
through prayer. 
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The Genesis of Prayer

• God’s will is the confidence of Our Prayers. 
• Prayer is exercising the authority of dominion.
• Broken relationship with God means broken 

effectiveness in prayer. 
• God’s purpose for Mankind is eternal 

Prayer should be purpose-driven, motivated by 
a knowledge of God’s will!
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Putting Prayer into Practice

• Have you ever neglected to pray because you 
felt God would do whatever He wanted to do 
anyway? 

• If the real purpose of prayer is to fulfill God’s 
purposes on earth, how much do I know 
about those purposes? 

• What can I do today to build a deeper 
relationship of love with God?
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THE SCHOOL OF PRAYER 
Understanding the Purpose and Power of PRAYER Earthly License for Heavenly Interference 

 

Session 2  

THE GENESIS OF PRAYER 
Pastor John D. Young, Teacher 

Prayer is mankind exercising dominion on the earth by giving God the freedom to intervene 
in earth’s affairs.  

Lesson Theme: We need to understand essential truths about God’s nature and His purposes 
for mankind that lead to the necessity of prayer. The biblical account of the creation of humanity 
reveals these truths.  

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 
 

1. If God is all-knowing and all-powerful, why do we need to pray? 

EXPLORING GOD’S PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSES 

2. Complete the following: God is a God of purpose. His actions are not arbitrary.  

3. In Genesis 1:26, God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule.” What two 

truths does this statement reveal about God’s purposes for humanity in relation to prayer? Answers may 

vary, but should include the following ideas: First, humanity was created not only to reflect God’s nature, 

but also to have fellowship with Him through a relationship of love. Second, mankind was created to carry 

out God’s purposes in the earth and to have dominion over it. The account of the creation of mankind 

shows us that God never desired or intended to rule the earth by Himself. The relationship of love that 

God established with mankind is not separate from purpose God has for mankind. Rather, the relationship 

is foundational to the purpose, and both are essential keys to the reason for prayer: fellowship and 

dominion.  

4. In what two realms is humanity to carry out dominion over the earth? Humanity is to carry out dominion in 

the earthly or physical realm and in the spiritual realm.   

5. What is the overarching meaning of this dual dominion? We are to take the character of the Garden – 

God’s presence, light, and truth – and spread it throughout the world. What verse emphasizes this truth? 

Isaiah 11:9 says, “The earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 

6. Why do some people say is the reason prayer originated? Some people think prayer originated because we 

were separated from God by our sin through the fall of mankind, and we needed a means by which to 

reconnect with Him.    



7. What is the reason not the essence of true prayer? Reconnecting to God after the fall of mankind is one 

use for prayer, but it is not the heart of prayer because prayer began with the creation of mankind, before 

the fall.  

8. Why is prayer essential for God’s will to be done in the earth? Prayer is essential for the fulfillment of God’s 

purposes in the earth because of the way God arranged dominion and authority. God made men and 

women and gave them dominion over all the works of His hands. Mankind was given full authority in the 

earth realm, and God will not supersede that a authority. When God said, “Let them rule…over all the 

earth” (Gen 1:26), He was ordering the dominion of the world in such a way as to make the rule of humans 

essential for the accomplishment of His purposes. He causes things to happen on earth when men and 

women are in agreement with His will. In this way, He placed His will for the earth on the cooperation of 

the will of man.  

9. What is the key to effective prayer? The key to effective prayer is understanding God’s purpose for your 

life, His reason for your existence – as a human being in general and as an individual specifically.   

10. Once you understand your purpose, what does it become in regard to your prayers? It becomes the “raw 

material,” the foundational matter, for your prayer life.  

11. When we know God’s will, when we are obedient to it, and when we ask God to fulfill it, what happens? 

God grants what we ask of Him.  

12. What happen when we stop praying? We allow God’s purposes for the world to be hindered. We need to 

ask God to intervene in human affairs because, if we don’t, our world will be susceptible to the influences of 

Satan and sin.  

13. To what can our difficulties in prayer be traced? Our difficulties with prayer may be traced to the Fall and 

the resulting fallen nature of man, through which we were estranged from God.  
 

CONCLUSION 
Prayer is not an option for the believer. It is a necessity for our relationship with God and for fulfilling His 
purposes in the world and in our individual lives. Time spent in prayer is not time wasted but time invested. As 
we embrace the will of God, as we live before Him in the righteousness of Christ, and as we seek to fulfill His 
purposes, nothing will be able to hinder our prayers, and we will begin to understand Jesus’ says, “With God all 
things are possible” (Matt. 19:26).  
 
Scriptures to Read: 1 John 5:14-15; Luke 22:42; 2 Cor. 5:17; Romans 12:2; Genesis 1-3 
 

“The heart of prayer is communion with God in a unity of love and purpose.”  
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